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ABSTRACT

The significance of the Sunnah in Islamic law is one of the most important areas
of research. This topic remained under discussion since early period almost in
every century of Islamic history. In this article the status of the Holy prophet was
elaborated in the broad and vast context with reference to the Holy Quran. Belief
in Holy Quran is very essential for every Muslim and the status of the finality of
Prophet hood is also defined in Quran and Sunnah. Thus the Sunnah of the Holy
prophet as defined in Shariah has very important status towards understanding
Islam. This review is aimed at critically evaluating only those works that have put
forward Islamic law to justify their arguments on Sunnah. This research has also
elaborated the modern approaches in writing of status and authority of Sunnah
according to original source. The Sunnah shows the way in which the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) translated the ideology of Islam in the light of Quranic guidance
into practical shape, developed it into a positive social order and finally elevated it
to a full-fledged Islamic order. Most of Islamic orders we only know only through
Sunnah alone. Sunnah additionally manages us how to find out the exact, indicate
and significance of the Quranic mandates. As it were, the Sunnah is the useful use
of the Quranic standards to the different issues of life. Hence, It contains priceless
points of reference and significant material identifying with the Islamic religion
also.

Keywords: Sunnah, wisdom, Holy Book, obedience, status, Holy prophet,

mankind, legal authority, confirmation.

*Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Mohi ud Din Islamic
University, Nerian Sharif, Azad Jammu and Kashmir
**  Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Mohi ud Din Islamic
University, Nerian Sharif, Azad Jammu and Kashmir

231



Al-Azhar: vol 6,Issuel  THE SIGNIFICANCE OF .... THE QURAN  (January -June.2020)

INTRODUCTION OF SUNNAH

Scholars have defined the Sunnah (Science of Hadith) as: “A command spoken or an
act done or a confirmation given by the Holy Prophet £ . Confirmation in this
definition is termed in Arabic as “Taqrir”, which means like any companion said
something or acted in a specific way, and he's colloquialism or act went to the
information of the Holy Prophet and he either affirmed it in express words or stayed
quieted without offering any hint of objection. Such quietness, being in inferred
endorsement of the Holy Prophet is additionally incorporated into the term™ Sunnah™.
As the Sunnah with all its three sorts adages, act and affirmation identifies with the
Holy Prophet in its actual situation in the Islamic law can't be depicted without
finding out the status of Holy Prophet % [

The authenticity as a whole to be mentioned as “Sunnah" an Arabic word which truly
signifies "Strategy" was applied by the Holy Prophet as a legitimate term including
what he stated, did and embraced. Its position gets from the Prophet hood of
Muhammad, as communicated and characterized in the Quran. His strategic
consequently expressed in the Quran:

(e il 85 Y ghay (Ol ST 1 5 Ll (b 46 (e Slilial Loyl (pad A (pa Slilial s
"What's more, we have sent you (O Messenger), for humankind as an Apostle. What's
more, Allah is Sufficient as an observer."

This announcement suggests the Prophets incomparable expert in the understanding
of the Holy Book, be it by word or by activity. That this authority is authoritative on
all Muslims is unequivocally pronounced by the Quran:
[3F, saand 215 ade 13155 ¥ 5 Al sl ) ) sidal ) il Gl 1l

"0 you who believe, obey ALLAH His Prophet and,"

[4] .L.\s;r,g_dc J\_\L&J\us‘_;yw}m\t&\mdy)l\tbw
"Who obeys the Prophet, of course he obeys ALLAH."
The Prophet, be that as it may, so as to escape a conceivable misperception of his
platitude with Quranic writings, didn't cheer his allies to record what he said. Yet, this
didn't impact the status of the Sunnah; it just rendered increasingly troublesome its
later recording. This trouble was the value Muslims needed to pay for keeping their
Holy Book undeniably solid and novel. Such a trouble, without a doubt, is an
aftereffect of the essential detachment between the Quran, which is letter and soul of
ALLAH*s Will, and the Sunnah, which is the human, however Prophetic, explanation
of the Quran by Muhammad. The later by prudence of its exceptionally kind was
intended to make the Revelation through the Holy Prophet. In this manner, it was no
incredible threat to leave the account of the Sunnah for a later validation by the
Faithful. Muhammad's imposing impact and authority, on singular Muslims as well as
on the real molding of their whole society, were sufficient to empower later
companions of Muslims to check the Muhammad had said or done. One of the
procedures of confirmation was the capacity of memory. A critical normal for the
Arabs, especially solid when whetted by the inclination of confidence and profound
love.

"The trademark strict movement, at that point, of the principal century,” says Prof
Gibb," was the accumulation and transmission of insights regarding the life and
activity of Muhammad. In perspective on the staggering dazzle, which the character
of the Holy Prophet had left on his lovers, this movement was an unconstrained
movement, owing nothing to outside impacts. The focal point of these investigations
was Medina, where a large portion of the allies supported to live and where firsthand
data was most safely to be found."
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The Criticism and Objections of Orientalists on Sunnah

Soon after this declaration a misperception between "Sunnah" in its Arabic literal

meaning and "Sunnah™ as a legal term seems to obscure the course of Prof. Gibb's

analysis. While excluding the "Written Book" from the orbit of the "Sunnah", which

is correct. He defines the later as the self-ripened tradition of the Muslim

community, including all its social and legal convention_s‘"/whether these were taken
st} “

over from past custom or were set by the Holy Prophet === [5]

The misunderstanding prevails in most non-Muslims writing on the subject.
Prof. Schacht for instance, source his opinions on similar conclusion ¢!

Another illustration is Prof. Alfred Guillaume, who shares this confusion with
astonishing ease [}

Prof. Khadduri not only follows in the footsteps of his western predecessors, but
further conveys a new definition of the Sunnah which has nothing to do with what all
Muslims comprehend by it 8!

The reasons behind this confusion can be epitomized by two important facts:

(1)  According to our initial definition of the Sunnah, which is common to all
Muslim schools of law,” it includes what the Holy Prophet # said, did or agreed
to

” The later classification has been an open door for confusion, as well as for strong
suspicion as to the authenticity of the Sunnah. Anything of utility that did not
contradict a principle of Islam was acknowledged and sanctioned by the Holy
Prophet #, and it thus became part of the Sunnah, however, failing to comprehend
this aspect of Prophetic legalization and realizing that a specific deed or institution
thus legalized did exist before the Holy Prophet # , are apt either to define the
Sunnah as " the usage of

community" as did Prof. Gibb, or to suspect that forgeries have intruded into it. A
good sample of this attitude is that of Kenneth Cragg in The Call of Minaret. He
says: "Much came into the Muslims heritage of obedience in this way from
the customs and cultures of the conquered territories. Muhammad# became the
posthumous fountain of many philosophies and practices which Islam had neither
will nor power to eradicate from the behavior of its new devotees. But there is little
proof that elements conflicting with crucial Muslim teachings found any such entity.
The fact that things must be believed to turn upon prophetic precedent is no more
than a measure of the admiration in which revelation and its agent were regarded [°!
(2) This last sentence not only implies a self- deceiving measure of reverence
which would not even shorten from forgery, but also exhibits a delusion of the basic
characteristics of legalization in both Quran and Sunnah. As we shall see later, it is an
acknowledged principle in Islamic Law that everything is permitted unless explicitly
prohibited, and not the other way round. Muslims, therefore, do not need prophetic
precedents for every act of legalization. The preceding sentence in Mr. Cragg's
statement illustrates itself an historical statistic which precludes this false assumption
of forgery, as observes both its supposed justification and in its positive value.

We may also include among the details underlying this mix-up of repeated allegation
regarding the influence of Roman Law on Islamic Law. Prof. Nallino, the
famous orientalist, in his lecture at the International Congress of Roman Law held in
Rome in 19331 stated that Dminico Gatteschi was the first to claim the existence of
such an impact in his book Manuale di diritto pubblico e privato ottomano
(Alexandria, 1865). He was an advocate who lived in Alexandria, but knew neither
Arabicnorghurkishminithissbookshespostulated that the introduction of Roman norms
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into Islam had been facilitated by concealing these Roman norms in the grab of
apocryphal sayings accredited to Muhammad£. Since that time, many others have
been repeating the same allegation, with an infinite variety of nuances, and
elaborating there on. Prof. Dawalibi, in his book on Roman Law [ mentions
Santillana, Goldziher and Masse as competing to the same effect. He then deals at
length with their arguments. Both Nallino and Dawalini not only exposed the
accusation as baseless but further proved its expected contradiction with several
judicial and historical facts. Prof. Gibb states, "The Principles upon which Islamic
Law was constructed and one may even say the whole spirit of its application were
entirely unrelated to those of the Roman jurists" 12 Another reason for the confusion
about the Sunnah is the fact that its study has in the course of time, become a
special science and, thus, a kind of "specialization" has been increasingly
necessitated as a basis for its utilization as an authentic reference. In the first century
of Islam, as Prof. Gibb has remarked, the collection and transmission of details
about the life and actions of Muhammad # was "a spontaneous growth" and
"first- hand information was most securely to be found". Thus, for an early Muslim
there was no problem in keeping to the Traditions of the Prophet.

Actual adherence, devotion and memory had been strong guarantees for the
authority and authenticity of the Sunnah. But gradually the strong hold of Islam
became diminished and pre-Islamic schism began to breathe again after a long period
of destruction, sometimes in the name of Islam itself. Political maneuvers and
conspiracies became active in Muslim society. A seemingly easy instrument for
playing on religious sentiments as well as for destroying the skeleton of Islam was
the Sunnah. Deliberate counterfeits were instituted and many false sayings were
ascribed to the Prophet #.The counter balance against such forgeries, however,
was twofold:

In the first place, there were the point by point accumulations of the Sunnah by early
Muslims, some of which were recorded in the presence of the Prophet himself. A few
models are:

i.  The important sermon of Muhammad 2 on the day of the conquest of
Makkah,

which he requested to be recorded because of the solicitation of a Muslim from
Yaman [13]

ii. The private record of Abdullah Ibn Amr Ibn al As, a partner of the Prophet .

He called this record as Al Sadigah, which means " The Truthful". It was later
incorporated in the genuine books of Hadith (4! He said "Written here is only what |
did hear with my own ears from the Prophet # "I [15]. Abu Hurayrah, a reputed
expert on Hadith said, " None is a better keeper or narrator of Hadith than me,
except Abdullah lTon Amr lbn al As. That is because he used to write whatever
he heard from the Prophet #[1¢]

iii. Anas Ibn Malik, the devoted servant who lived with the Prophet # all through
his sojourn in Madinah, and who passed on as late as the year 93 H., said "Sometimes
it recorded in highlights fascinating focuses from what the Prophet said in his talks
and different events of discussion; and | used to peruse these notes to the Prophet at
whatever point | discovered him having recreation, and after he had rectified them, |
made a target duplicate of them for my very own record"[*]  We later see a full
chapter under the name "Anas" in the reliable reference book Al Musnad of
Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal.

iv. In dependable reference books of Sunnah, composed archives directed by the
Prophet are as often as possible referenced and verified ¢!
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v. In his book Al Wathaiq Al Siyasiyah (Cairo, 1956), Dr. M. Hamidullah recorded
250 documents emanating from the Prophet # and written down in his presence.
These restricted models may serve to display the regularly overlooked reality that the
renowned compilations of Hadith were by no means the first written documents
relating to the Sunnah. Next to these written documents, as a balance to phony, were
the extraordinary works of Muslim researchers in the field of aggregation and
validation of the Sunnah. "Every Hadith was consequently introduced by a chain of
specialists (Sanad) returning to the first story teller, and the procedure was classified
"isnad" or "backing". Over the span of time a different "study of Hadith" was
developed, whereby not only the chains of authorities could be drawn back to the
Prophet # himself, but also the biographical records about all narrators was
examined and classified.

Prof Gibb said: "The specific application of this biographical material to the
reasons for Hadith analysis was the object of a unique part of study called the "study
of Impingement and Justification". This examined the bonfires of the underwriters of
convention, their ethical character, honesty, and forces of memory". Again, he stated:
"throughout the entire existence of Islamic science the order of hadith analysis turned
out to be increasingly more meticulous™ [*°! [21].

The outcome of all this effort is the classification of every recorded item of the
Sunnah according to its status of authenticity. There upon stands its authority as
a text of Islamic Law.

The existence of the science of Hadith makes it impossible for any exceptional
Muslim scholar to accept the manner in which most western writers have been
handling the Sunnah. For they, says Prof. Nallino, "have limited themselves to
general affirmations: the fruit of calculations of probability rather than of
profound study” 12! [22]. Prof. Vesey Fitzgerald, for instance, refutes on Hadith
which has been held authentic by all authorities on the subject, with the easy
assumption that "its well drilled regularity" is that "of a church catechism or a code
of law" and thus "unconvincing" [?!! [23]. One has to ask: what, then, would remain
of the structure of the Sunnah if one were to exclude from it everything that is
characterized by regularity and a sense of law? And what other characteristics would
Prof. Vesey-Fitzgerald suggest as an alternative to "well drilled regularity" which,
according to him, is "unconvincing", in order to establish the authenticity of the
Sunnah convincingly? These questions are left unanswered, and indeed the more we
come across such easy assumptions, the better we realize the indispensability of
the science of Hadith.

To our knowledge, there does not exist such an exacting science outside the Muslim
world. Even with a fair statement like Prof. Gibb's describing one work on the
subject, Sahih Al Bukhari, as "a work of immense interest and scrupulous
scholarship"??l [24]. we do understand why non-Muslim scholars fail to find their
means through the science of Hadith. Rather, we should not expect them to be able to
prepare so. We often recall the words of Prof. Gibb depicting some works on Hadith
criticism as "hair splitting" exercise %! [25]. Even among Muslims, only very few
scholars are specialized on the Sunnah, and those can hardly find time and energy
for any other subject. To expect more than western scholars, who write at the same
time on "Islamic theology" and "Islamic Philosophy" and "Islamic Law" and "Islamic
History" and "comparative studies" and "Arabic language" etc., is only unfair. But,
on the other hand, it is also unfair, on their part, to dismiss such a fully established
science as that of Hadith with the easy assumption of forgery, the very thing this
science was established to'root out'or to'make arbitrary allegations without a
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scholarly method of verification.

What is Hikmah the Wisdom:
Wisdom is the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet¥ according to the definition of
Islamic scholars there are four distinct functions of the Holy Prophet # which were
stated in surah Al Bagarah with details as
24uyx,.,\y,sguéd“}m\juuﬂm”ss}juues&,hesuyyje&suuj\us

To recite the Book

To teach the Book

To teach the Wisdom

To make the people pure

Eal o A

From these four duties, one is to teach wisdom, so here we can understand that
"wisdom" some thing additional to the Book. So the word "Wisdom" is required
so that his saying should be binding on the followers.

The Holy Quran in a large number of verses which give the Muslims a obligatory
command to obey and follow Him. Quran has used two different terms "Ittah" and
"Ittiba".

The first term refers to the "Orders and Sayings" and the second term relates to his
acts and practice. Quran has given an authority to both his sayings and acts.

THE SUNNAH AS THE WISDOM:

The Sunnah as the wisdom reveled by AL-Mighty Allah to the Holy Prophet
#as mentioned above, and it is to be further elaborated here with more
explanation as in the Quran:

[25]?_\53_“ )ﬂ\@\d&\*ﬂ}}w‘)uhﬁ‘w AJJLJ‘&.\XD)L—\?@..\A\J}M)?@_\B;\&JULU)
Our Lord! Send amongst them An Apostle from among them, who shall recite
they signs to them and instruct them in scripture and wisdom, and shall make them:
for thou art the Mighty, the wise"

Adﬁw\yﬁu\}wbuhg\éé.ﬂﬁj@)qjmua_\b ju*AYyﬂ)uﬁAY\@&_\udﬂ\ﬁ
28] s

It is He who has sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger from of their own, to
recite unto them, His revelations to sanctify them, and to teach them in scripture and
intelligence, Although they had been befgre, in manifest error
cwwﬁjﬂujw| ‘)1\ U)Lmh}d}l@u\e@awuauAQJMJ}dﬂpd\MY}b
P7lgke Slle 0 (Jiad G5 215 0% 21 G dlade 5 3a&all s alile 40 035
"ALLAH has sent down to you the Book and wisdom and taught you what
you don’t know earlier" .
[28]) S el SIS ) & A&l 5 ) il e (85538 3 B L (28005

"And bear in mind that what is recited in your houses, of the revelations of Allah

and his wisdom".

Oa3 ) s3A 15) hua uMS-M-' PERS TSN P J‘ oA uﬁ»)&m\ﬁ Gelal Gala Ll a—ﬂlk KE

w\jubﬂ\wéﬂcd}\b;éﬁ;ﬂ\«_\m\jﬁa\}\jﬁm\«_\b\ \}.\;.'\j‘i}welkmdhdw
(29 gile oo 5 (K A (1 sale )5 Al 15885 4y 8Eaa

"Make not the disclosures of Allah are fool but rather recollect Allah's effortlessness
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upon you , and which He has uncovered you that He sent down to you the Book and
Wisdom" ) .
0] kel 5 U1 15808 4. &) SABAT A1 (o &0 Y 5 AR&all, i 38 8 il e 22 W
“When Jesus came. Wlth clear proves he sald | have ‘come to you W|th W|5dom”
[o1] u—‘-ﬁe—ﬂh ei“—‘ 33

“Invite to the way of the Allah with intelligence and in the better way”
(520 i NISEAPEIERS U»L;u‘ 3 &S0 e g el (e &S %
“He granted wisdom to whom He will, and He to whom wisdom is given
received indeed a benefit over flowing”
(Balhea Liz d (6 5K (agandi) A8 WG Rl Gas d R o A&sD) (el gl sl
“Of course (in the past wisdom on Lugman show) (they) give thanks to Allah, and
who is (so) grateful does so the benefit of his own soul”
U\JA.AS;.“JuhSJ\(Lé.AuJH_\S‘)JJMUﬂ_\h)Lu*um\wyjujr;@suud\ umﬂ\écdmuadﬂ
[34] (s S A U8 (e 1588
“ALLAH verily has a great shown grace to the believers when he sent among them an
Messenger of their own reciting unto them, His revelations, sanctifying them and
teaching them in scripture and wisdom”

THE STATUS OF THE HOLY PROPHET
The status of the Holy Prophet % was beyond the limitations of time and region.
4,\1\.\ \}\.nlﬁu:\.ngjtf\;.\)h Y\d\‘JQAJY\};‘IJM\&AML;.\S\M?SJ\M d}u‘)‘;\\u‘:\_ﬁ\ L@.\\L\d&
[35] ) 535 ka4 gafly 4l 5 il e o3 (oY) cl) e
“Say O Muhammad O mankind, I am the Apostle of Allah to all of you”
[SG]UJAXI_IYL)&L\M ).\S\ uﬁ} ‘)JJJ} ‘)MJUALMMLS\J\AJL\LA)‘LA)
“And we have not send you (O Messenger) but to the entire mankind, bringer of good
tidings, and warner to all of you” o o
B7] (pualladl Aa 5 ) GG g
“And we have send you not,save as a mercy for the peoples”
(381 5,35 Cpaallall & &l onie e (8540 0% ol @
“Blessed is He who has sent down the Quran on His slaves the criterion so that He
may be a Warner to all the peoples”
oVl ol galdl A ) G 1558 ) o801 A \)Mbeﬁngjﬂhdy)\égbiﬂwu| (P
3] Lasa e 40 (85
“O individuals, the Prophet has come to you with the verily from your Allah, so have
confidence, it is better for you and in the event that you not acknowledge, so Allah
has a place what is in sky and in the earth. What's more, Allah is all knowing, all
shrewd”
The Obedience of the Messenger %, is mentioned side by side with the Obedience

of Allah ‘ ,
[40] &y 525 25 &0 530 5 A ) sl 5
“And obey Allah and Messenger so that you may find mercy”
(1) Gl &5 Wy e G el 28155 8155080 5 O gkt ) sidal 5 ) ) skl

“And obey Allah and obey the Prophet and bewarge”
u‘d}u\)ﬂ}dﬂé\o;d)ﬂow@ﬁc‘)\.\auu@f\y‘éjbd}u‘)\ bz_\la\)d\\ bz_\la\ \).\A‘u.!.\nl.@_!n.!

[42] 3,45 Gl y 58 QIS LaY) ol 5 iy ) she3h 2K
“O _those who believe, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those of you who are
in supremacy from you”
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Onfin’h 258 ) A5l 1 smalal 5 8 s ALl s 0 156 505015 b YT 8 Y e i
[43]

“So, fear Allah and do good among you and follow Allah and His Apostle if you
are followers” ) . ) ) o

] &) gt 5 e 515 Y5 AT 5 0 sl 1T sl g

“O the individuals who accept, obey Allah and His Messenger and don't get some

distance from Him, while you are hearing”
[45] Sapiiall g d &) 15l 5 884, ) b g 1 L ) g2 S Y 5 Al a3 ) ) kel 5
“And listen to Allah and His prophet and dispute not with each other and lest ye

falter” .
461 2&0a2 T 1 5 5 O 5500 ) gl 5 ) ) gl | 5hal (ol Ll
“O the individuals who accept, obey Allah and Obey the Messenger and render not
your activities vam
) gkl 5 583N ) §iT 5 B0 | 54 ues;xem\uu}\)xwgmuumgpdmuu\}Amu\em“n
7] () 51ai Ly Sl 03 A5
“So, establish worship and Pay poor-due and obey Allah and His Apostle”
[48] M\&)\J\UP‘)%J;L\.’\ \_yislﬂeﬂyu\j\_s‘)b\jd}u)n \}ML\}:UJ\ \}ML\_;
“And follow Allah and follow the Apostle, but if turn away, then our Messenger has
duty only to convey the message”
[49] (g.d:ud\ J}s}\JJ;L@.\BU.\AHAJL@_IY\L@.\;.lwd);.\u\.\;d;md}..n)}m‘ckaw}m\ J}.\;dﬁ
“And whoever obey Allah and His Messenger, and He will make him enter
gardens under rlvers flow

[50] \MJ
“And who so follow Allah and the Apostle, they are those people whom Allah has
shown favour”

O Al Gsagy SN e G3es castrally Gaxl (e el I Eaally & shadally

[51]5455)4)9 4,\]\ u\&\é@i&ﬂﬂj\dy)j&\ uyuhjalsﬂ\

“Furthermore, the adherents, people, are companions of each other. they offer the

reasonable and prohibit an inappropriate, they build up supplication and pay poor-due

and obey Allah and His Apostle these are those upon whom Allah will show leniency,
Allah is All Mighty, Allah is shrewd”

A& Y Al ey d skl (5 8858 8 Gl JAN Ul Ll \)l)ﬂuﬂ}\).m}ueldﬂl_w\t_\\)cY\JU

52] 1n ) 552 ) G aQ0ae ] Bhe

If you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not diminish you anything of your
deeds [54]. Obeying the ALLAH is impossible, unless we obey the sayings of the
Messenger £,
Allah says in the Quran as follows; ) )
(53] & san 25 a&iad (0501 1 siadal 5 S50 1 631 5 B3l 1 54
“And establish salah and pay zakah and obey the Prophet, so that they may be
blessed”
Sl L ) 5Nigh 5 el u\jeu;ugﬂc,&;uu;mm,&yuud,ﬂ)\\,,_Ja\,m\},_da\da
54yl & S 1 J sk
"And if you obey Him (the Prophet) you shall find the right path"
(95] mua ) sae 5 20530 A& i A0 A0R) BB A () it 28K ) 8
“State in the event that you love Allah, tail me and Allah will adore you and excuse
your wrongdoings” . . N .. L.
£l5 g alls 2h 3l a5 515501 8 2hate G R 40 mg ol a1 G Ol s il
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u.dua@_\lc &k Lfd\ d)&‘){\) (;.h)..a\ C@.\s C‘A‘J uh;]\ Pg_\lc (’JA"J ul_\.dal\ ?«J d;.\} )S.\.d\

[56 M‘eﬁdﬂ}‘wd}\d.\n‘)}ﬂ")A_LI\}L’}‘)AAJ}D}‘)‘)Q}M\}M\
“The individuals who pursue the emissary, the unlettered Prophet whom they discover
recorded with them in the Torah and in Ingile”
*Ad;ﬁu}lsefjﬁumwa)uﬂ\mu@a}u|UJJ\JLAJY\}UJ‘);LQ_A\}G\_\“&_\;M\L_:L\.\s.‘

e.\;);_qu*m\?@_\huhﬁ

“Allah has clearly yielded towards the Prophet and the Emigrants and Helpers who
tailed him in an hour of trouble”

The Holy Prophet * is the Supreme Authorlty in the Interpretatlon of the Quran

(58] &y 5 "Ra 2dals agall O35 W el ()5S0 Gt Wi 5if 5 50 5 ey
“What's more, we sent down towards you the guidance with the goal that you may
disclose to the individuals what has been sent down to them thus that they may
consider”

It is in this way clear the clarification depended to the Holy Prophet was something
more than the exacting significance of the book. It was a clarification of what Allah
Almighty required, including the suggestion in question and the subtleties required.
These subtleties are additionally gotten by the Holy Prophet through the unrequited
disclosure.
The Holy Prophet # has the authority to explain all kind of issues.

58 Y S ) il oSl Al u,—uﬂ‘ 5 Jskols 4d ol Jal G sl e D SHAR

(59] Eall s 1 &) 1 158805 1 508 Al 281450 ey 5 5048 () gl ASUT a5 2Ke L2 V) G AT

“Whatever the errand person's gives you, take it, and whatever He prohibits you,
abstain from it”

This Holy refrain gives the general principle about the Holy Prophet that whatever
request He gives is authoritative on the adherents, and whatever thing He restricts
stand disallowed for them.

It will enthusiasm here to refer to a savvy answer of Abdullah ibn Masood, the
favored friend of the Holy Prophet which he provided for a lady.

A lady from the clan of Asad came to Abdullah ibn Masood and said " | have come
to realize that you hold such and such things as disallowed. | have experienced the
entire book of Allah, yet never found any such disallowance in it". Abdullah ibn
Masood answered, " Had you perused the Holy book, you would have discovered it"
Allah AL-Mighty says, " Whatever the Messenger gives you take it, and whatever he
prohibits you abstain from it". By this answer Abdullah ibn Masood brought up that
the section is far reaching to such an extent that it epitomizes every one of the
requests and prohibitations are upheld by the Holy Prophet .The Prophet restricts
them the uncalled for and makes legal for them the beneficial things.

“The individuals who pursue the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet whom they
discover recorded in the "Torah" and the "Ingle" and who offers them to the
reasonable and prohibits them the out of line, and make legitimate for them the

polluted things, and alleviates them of their weights and of the shakeless that had
arrived. So the individuals who have faith in him, and respected him and help him”[®%]

“what's ' more, pursue the correct that'has been send down with him, they are the ones
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who procure achievement”®!]

This stanza additionally underlines to trust in the Holy Prophet in the present setting,
it plainly intends to have confidence in the entirety of his capacities referenced in the
section including to make something legitimate or un legal.

This Verse in addition, direct to follow the light that has been sent down with him.
Here once more, rather than following the Holy Quran, " Following the light has been
requested, in order to incorporate all objectives sent down to the Holy Prophet either
through the Holy Book or through the un-presented disclosures reflecting in his own
requests and acts.

Taken a gander at from whatever edge, this stanza is a reasonable confirmation of the
way that the Holy Prophet had a position based, obviously, on the un-presented
disclosure, to make new laws notwithstanding those referenced in the Holy Quran.

THE STATUS OF HOLY PROPHET # AS A JUDGE:

As clearly specified the cardinal function of the prophet # was to explain and
make clear the message of the Quran which is seen as a brief book with regard to the
enormity of the principle of belief conduct and legal rules. However, the conciseness
of the Quran has intentionally been made so as to be supplemented by sending a
messages from among the people whose duty was to explain and demonstrate the
message to humanity once and for all Modudy says:

"In this association it is beneficial to take note of that this obligation of making plain
and clarifying the lessons of the book was to be shaped by prophet by the verbal
exchange as well as for all intents and purposes. It was necessitated that he ought to
arrange under his very own direction a Muslim network and build up it as per the
rule of the book. This obligation of the blessed Prophet has been expressed here
uniquely to show the knowledge of sending a man as a detachment for generally the
book could have been sent through the points or could have been printed and sent
down to each man. Be that as it may, thusly that Purpose for which Allah in his
insight and abundance and far-sightedness intended to send the book couldn't have
been filled for that need requested that the book ought to be brought by a consul man
who should display it piece by piece clarify its importance expel the troubles and
questions answer complaints and so forth., or more all he should appear toward the
individuals who prohibited and contradicted it that sort of frame of mind which is
deserving of the carrier of this book. Then again, he should control the individuals
who had faith in it in each part of life and set before them his very own fantastic
example of life. At that point he should prepare them separately and altogether on
the standards of the book in order to make them a model society for the remainder of
humanity” (62

The explanation in the words and practice of the prophet £resulted in what is known
to us as the Sunnah. Given the above argument Sunnah like the Quran must have a
binding force upon every Muslim. For simply there is no way of fully understanding
the Quran sent through prophet #who had been equipped for this purpose by another
revelation. The prophet #is reported to have said.“I have been given the Quran and
its alike (that is the Sunnah) » (63!

However, since the prophet was an astonishing factors in as far as the expiration
of the message and its implementation are concerned and since the sunnah was
his translation of that function into practices it would logically follow that the
sunnah must be ascribed the

same binding authority of the Quran. The only difference between the authority of
the:Quran-andithat'of therSunnahrshould:be perceived in terms of degrees.
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Despite the above cogent argument some ostensible Muslims had as early as the
second century after the demise of the Prophet # advocated that Sunnah should
have no binding authority and that such quality must be solely enjoyed by Quran
because:

Firstly the Quran is from Allah exalted be he, and secondly that the Sunnah was
compiled rather late and after a lot of forgery and fabrication had infiltrated into it.
Hence the whole lot of Sunnah has been doubted as the orientalists alleged by Gold
Zeihar [

It is not unexpected that the Orientalize the dangerous enemies of Islam have found
those allegations conductive enough in order to direct there arrows and inject
there poisons so subtly in such a primary source of shariah .They have thus
unanimously concluded that the whole bulk of the Sunnah should be regarded as
unauthentic until the contrary is established [65]

They have thus tried to convenes Muslim that the laborious efforts of the eminent
tradition and Muslim scholars who spent the whole span of their fruitful life in
scrutinizing and sifting the authentic Sunnah and rendering such services for the sake
of Allah, as a mere futile effect.

Indeed the conspiracies™ of the foes of Islam will never come to a stop. They are
bound to continue their attempts in distorting Islam whether directly or under
the pretext of rendering services to Islam as the orientalists presently do. Surely if
their ancestors spared no effort in their attempts to kill and doubt even the sanity of
the Prophet # it is only logical for the posterity at least direct their enmity to his
Sunnah.

It must be stated from the outset that Muslim have never been taken by surprise in
as far as this matter is concerned .right from beginning the Prophet *drew their
attention to the fact that the authority and authenticity of the sunnah would be a
target from various quarters and for various reasons. The efforts which culminated
in sifting the authentic Sunnah from other forged works had started soon after the
death of Prophet# by both Abu Bukr and Omer (may Allah be pleased with them).

It is perhaps pertinent to mention here even before setting to establish in details the
authority of the sunnah the prophecies of the Prophet# regarding that some people
would deny the authority of his Sunnah and his warning against such trends, the
Prophet¥ is reported to have said: "Give me a chance to locate nobody of you
leaning back on his love seat and when stood up to with a request for authorization
or restriction from me state | don't have a clue (regardless of whether this request is
compulsory or not) we will pursue just what we find in the book of Allah" [66]

In another narration, the tradition reads:

“He would say let only the book of Allah be the verdict between us. whatever
forbidden by it we shall adhere to and whatever made logical by it we shall also
comply with it be on your guard that what has been prohibited by the messenger
of Allah is as if prohibited by Allah” [67]

No sooner than the Propheti# died then the prophecy was demonstrated. It has
been reported that. “Someone asked Umran Bin Husain a question, when Umran
answered him (in accordance with the Sunnah) the man said answer us only from the
Book of Allah and do not cite any other authority for us!” ¢!

There upon, Umran said to him you are a stupid man. Do you find in the Quran
that Dhuhr prayer is four rakah and that the recitation should be performed secretly?
He enumerated the prayer zakat and their identical and added that do you find (the
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details of) this in the Book of Allah? The Quran laid the basic matters while the
Sunnah described them in details [®¥ Another person while contending with the
eminent successor Mutraf bin Abdullah said:

,,Do not tell us except in accordance with the Quran. Consequently, Mutraf replied
him"“ by Allah we do not replace nor rival the Quran with anything but we are
seeking the interpretation of the most knowledgeable personality in the Quran (that
is the Prophet # [70]

Such was the record of the historical relentless against the Sunnah which brightened
in the contemporary work of the orientalists. the most hazardous thing is that some
muslims have unconsciously fallen victim to the words of the orientalists and their
ancestors not realizing that such acts would go as far and bottomless as contradicting
Muslim faith. The belief in the Prophet-hood of Muhammad:£ in reality cantered on
an unwavering faith in the genuineness of the Prophet® who in turn translated for
humanity the message of the Quran into practices and demonstrated it into action
which is known to us as the Sunnah. | do not see how a person could believe in the
Prophet-hood of Muhammad#, while at the same time he amuses all sorts of
reservations toward the Sunnah. The Prophet¥ derives reverence from the life
span which was spent in representing, exemplifying and dissemination of messenger.
If his Sunnah is doubted this would necessary result in doubting the whole
message of Islam and that is the ultimate goal of the enemies of Islam throughout the
history.

Imam al-Shafi was one of the scholars who cautioned against doubting the
authority of the Sunnah, in his comments on this verse:

Imam al Shafi says:

“We have been informed that this refrain was uncovered regarding a land contest
between Al-Zubayr and another man wherein the Prophet gave a ruling for Al-
Zubayr. This choice is a Sunnah laid by the Prophet and it's anything but an order in
the content of the Quran” ["]

Yet, in the event that men neglect to acknowledge a choice dependent on an
unmistakable content of the Quran they without a doubt seen to be adherents for they
are dismissing a choice dependent on divine enactment. For ALLAH favored and
most high stated:
uﬁ]\a.\uaﬂ\ JA;.\X& \J\}éaaujmmwﬂ\&\éuumesﬁeqcbﬁéudy}\ c\.c: \}laa.ay
[72](5.\3\ L_I\.\Q (x@_u...a.l }\ 4.\.\2 r‘;g_u...a.: u\ e)A\ uc

"Try not to put the witness approaching you for help on a similar fitting among you as
your approaching one another. ALLAH knows those of you who sneak away covertly
so let the individuals who conflict with his direction be careful in case a preliminary
come to pass for them or excruciating discipline."
However, over and above the authority of the Sunnah has been unequivocally
established by the landable and direct Quran verses prophetic tradition and further
emphasized by the partial consensus of the companions and subsequent Muslim
communities as the following lines may illustrate:
Allah, most high says in the Quran:

(3] gn 5 5 5a 4005 28030 &0 i 40 A0S 5 B0 1 () slad 23K ) 8
“O Prophet tell the individuals on the off chance that you genuinely love Allah tail
me, at that point will Allah love and pardon your wrongdoings for He is excusing and
kind additionally state to them obey Allah and his errand person and if regardless of
this they don't acknowledge your greeting (caution them that) Allah doesn't cherish
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the individuals who won't obey Him and His envoy”
[74] e zeile Gk Wb 58 ey @ &u:.\md,u,n@mw

“We have sent you. O Muhammad as errand person to humanity and ALLAH witness
gets the job done for this. Who complies with the emissary in certainty obey Allah
and who so gets some distance from him (is responsible for his deeds) in any case we
have not sent you to be guardian over them”.
The above passages are quite clear in stating that much as Muslim owe obedience
to Allah they owe obedience to the prophet £ .the verses have unequivocally
directed the believers to obey the prophet # however it has been laid in the
principles of jurisprudence (usual) then in absence of any authority to the contrarily
a command imposes a duty . Accordingly every Muslim duty assured by both the
letter and spirit of these passage to obey the Prophet #in all that the commanded
and instructed. The knowledge embodied in these verses has never been
contravened rather it has been confirmed by the persistent warning that a strict
punishment would take place those who disobey the Prophet # and finally that
obedience to the Prophet #paves the way for the pleasure of Allah and is best and
most appropriate for final determination.
Secondly in the following verses Allah has made the acquisition and promotion of
faith dependent on obedience and complete adherence to the instruction of the
Prophet # Allah most high says:
(Tell them) every Messenger whom we have sent must be obeyed because
Allah has enjoined this...
[75]1.4.11..“\}4&“4 MWBP*&\@\JA&YF*&)MMJ}AS&L;\;U)M}YJJJJ
“Nay O Muhammad®¥ by your ruler they can never progress toward becoming
adherent until they acknowledge you as judge for the choice of the questions among
them and after that give up to your choice with whole accommodation without feeling
minimal hatred in their heart”
A e dble Ly 33 Gayand e E&T W6 CKG b 2l 338 0 % u}»\.\;\.«;\d;};ul_uwﬂ\u\
(761Ut 17a] 45y

“Verily the individuals who swear devotion to you swear loyalty truly to god the hand
of Allah is over their hands so whoever breaks his pledge breaks it just to his very
own hurt. What's more, to him who satisfy what he has promised to Allah he will
concede extraordinary reward”

[77]|)4.154.U\ )SA));Y\PJJ\}AM\P)JUISL)AMA)MMN\ d}m)‘_g?gu\s_\ﬂ
“You have for sure in the messenger of Allah a lovely example (of lead) for anybody
whose expectation in Allah and the last day and who connects much in the
commendation of Allah”

u\d}.‘)&\j‘w‘;\a,;ﬁcw‘;e@uume&uﬁw‘;}\,@uﬂ \,,_dn\}w \,,_d:.\ \,M\UJJ\L@_AL.
[7e] A}hw\jPJJ}Y\eﬂ\}dbuyy(uﬁ
"O adherents obey Allah and comply with the delivery person and those endowed
with power from among you. At that point, if there emerges any contest about
anything's allude it to Allah and the flag-bearer in the event that you really devotee to
Allah and the most recent day .this is the main right way and will be best with respect
as far as possible"
Flnally Allah most high says:
38 A1 Al s (s a al e 50 a1 6 &0 1 1al Al gty A (2 1Y) B V5 e S e
79] \_u_m ¥ dm
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"It isn't fitting for a devotee man or ladies when an issue has been chosen by Allah
and his dispatcher to have any choice about their choice: in the event that anybody
defies Allah and his flag-bearer he is surely on an unmistakably off-base way"

Thus after the strict legal commands Allah most high invokes supporters to gently
consider the mercy which has been bestowed on them by directing them a messenger
from among themselves .it does not therefore behave a believer to disobey or
dissociate them from anything instructed by him. Rather it behaves them to seek the
place reckoned for those who associate themselves with complete adherence to the
prophetic injunction as Allah says:
Sl (lea s Gaalllall 5 o138 5 Gidlally (il (e aeile 4N gl wﬂ\&ndﬂjﬁd}‘{)ﬂj&\[&gﬁfua}
ad)
"What's more, whoever obey Allah and emissary will be with the individuals who
Allah's has honored the Prophet the honest the saints and the honest: what incredible
allies these are that one may get"

This is the genuine reward which originates from Allah and Allah's learning gets the
job done to know the conviction. The entirety total of the meaning embodied in the
above passages is indeed not for the mere acknowledgement of the prophet hood of
Muhammad # but also ordering everyone to mould his life in agreement with the
example of the prophet

Maududi says:

“The Messenger does not come from Allah merely for this purpose that people should
simply acknowledge him as a Prophet # and then obey anyone they like. The
messenger is sent with the sole objective that the way of life brought by him should
be followed and others way discarded and that only those commandment should be
obeyed which he brings from Allah and levees aside all other, if anyone does to
acknowledge the messenger in the above sense it is meaning to acknowledge him as a
messenger 811

It is also significant to point out here that sometime when Allah exalted be intended
to broadcast a legal rule which is contradicting on established practices of the
Arabs he used to enjoin the Prophet# to make the difficult break through. This may
be exemplified by the obligation of acceptance. Allah instructed the Prophet % to
marry the divorced wife of his formerly adopted son as to put an end to adoption
and the other rituals connected thereof-

.This does not mean that Muslim would have not obeyed Allah’s commands had it
not been exemplified by the Prophet # but the fact that it was actually
demonstrated to them by the prophet made it easier for them to confer with.

THE SUNNAH IN THE LIGHT OF HADITH:

In conformity with the previous Quranic injunction the prophet had articulated
and practically demonstrated the binding nature of his Sunnah .the following is an
account of his tradition relating to the authority of the Sunnah:

1. “who obeys me he obeys Allah and whoever disobeys me he disobeys Allah” (82

2. “while sending MUADH to Yemen as a judge the Prophet #interview him as
follows:

“On what basis do you adjudicated if a dispute is brought before you Muadh said in
this'case I'will' judge in"accordance with'the! Quran .then the Prophet #said what if
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you do not find (a direct rule) in the Quran? Muadh said in this case | will
adjudicate in accordance with the Sunnah .the Prophet #continued what if even
you do not find a rule in the Sunnah? MUADH said in such a situation 1 will
embark on ljtihad yet | will do my best (it sees to it that judgment would in
conformity with the spirit of shariah). Consequently the Prophet % confirmed the
basic that had been laid by MUADH by patting on his chest saying that praise
be to Allah who guided the messenger of the messenger of Allah to what please Allah
and his messenger” (&3]

3. Al-Irbad bin Sariyah said: the Prophet # once made a moving preach
whereby the hearts of believers were trembling and their eyes were shedding tears.
We said “O Messenger of Allah it seems as if you are bidding us farewell so advice
us”. There upon the prophet said “I advise you to be God fearing and to submit to and
obey your leader even if he is a slave .be on your guard he who lives will certainly
witness a hell of disputes .The way out of that is to

adhere t(]) my Sunnah and the practice of the mighty guided caliphs. Hold fast on
them” 84

4. “I would leave behind two things for you such that you would never go astray
so long as you are strictly to adhering to them :they are the book of Allah and my
Sunnah.” [°]

5. “If I commanded something you have to adhere to it in as much as you are
cap[ab]Ie and if | prohibited you from doing anything you have to abstain from doing
it” 186l

6. “None of you can claim to be a believer unless one subordinates one lust to
the way | have brought” [¢7]

These tradition together with the earlier quoted ones go along with Quranic verses
in establishing the authority of the Sunnah. The function of the messenger was not
only to convey messages but also to exhibit it and give a lively and converted
example to human beings that it was within their capacity as human to follow his
example and that it would be for their own interest to emulate him so as to elevate
themselves to such a sublime standard as laid by the Prophet £ it is however the
nature of making that they always in need of an existing and physical example to
exemplify for them the reality. This is why Allah ascertains to the non-believer
when they said that why should Allah send a human beings as messenger that even if
there were angles on earth Allah would send them an angle as a messenger which
suggests to serve as an specimen to his subjects and establish a proof against
any future repudiation after exerting a concerted effort to guide them to the righteous
way. Allah most high says:

Furthermore, and with regard to importance of demonstrating the message by the
messenger soon after the pact of Al-Huday Biyah the Prophet #asked Muslim who
were present with him to have their hairs shaved and slaughter their heady so as to

release themselves from the rituals of the Umra which they entered into and
performance of which became impossible

according to the terms of their pact. Muslim who were so grieved at the beginning by
what they concerned as unfair terms on their part were not as enthusiastic as they
used to be in complying with the command of the Prophet #so the Prophet #entered
to his wife Ume Sal amah and said :”Muslim have committed a divesting wrong
that I commanded them and they did not comply. Then Ume Salamah said to him
Muslim are so saddened because they have to go back without entering Makkah
but nevertheless go out yourself and start doing what you want them to do .When
they see you doing it they would undoubtedly follow yours model .Accordingly the
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Prophet # went out his hady and slaughtered it and then he had his hair shaved.
When muslim saw the Prophet # doing that they jumped each to his hady to
slaughter and they had their hair shaved [

CONSENSUS OF UMMAH ABOUT THE AUTHORITY OF HADITH:

As a result of what we have so far specified the Muslim community has never
entertained any view to the contrary in connection with the authority of the Sunnah.
Not only that but soon after the death of the Prophet a practice was established
that the Bay“ah, Bait or oath of allegiance to the office of the leadership (khilafa)
was given to those who accepted leading the community along the way which has
been prescribed in the Quran and the Sunnah. The first two caliphs were reputed for
there saying to their subjects.

“Obey me so long as | am conforming to the Quran and the Sunnah. You are free to
disobey me if | did not confirm to the Quran and the Sunnah” ¢!

Also Abu Bakr is reporting to have said:

“l shall never cease to do a thing that the prophet used to do . For | would fear
disbelief if | stopped following the example of the Prophet £ 1901

Umar bin al-Khattab, the second Caliph sent his famous message to his famous
judge in Iraq saying :if a dispute come before you have to decide on it in accordance
with the Quran if however, you do not find (a direct) rule in the Quran you have to
decide on it in accordance with the Sunnah of the Prophet % [91]

Also Abdullah ibn Masud is reporting to have said:

“If a person is to judge between litigant then he has to do so in accordance with the
Quran in the absence of a relevant rule in the Quran he must do so in accordance
with the Sunnah of the Prophet % [92]

In compliance with this the Islamic history of the privilege of justice
Islamic jurisprudence principle of Islamic Jurisprudence Quranic exegesis science of
Hadith and Islamic thought have all progressed from and developed along the
established authority of the Sunnah.

However, the sum total of the aforementioned is that the authority of the Sunnah is
unquestionable for the following:

1. That the Quranic verses as well as the Prophet # tradition and practice of
Ummah.

(Muslim community) is such that:

A believers have been strictly instructed to obey and follow the example of the
Prophet# that the achievement of one’s faith its boost and perfection is squarely
dependent on a Muslim degree of obedience to Allah and his Messenger. Thus to
Allah which necessarily implies that disobedience to the Prophet £ amounts to
disobedience to Allah which ultimately rejects one’s Iman or faith.

2. That the practice of the Muslim during the lifetime of the Prophet # and
afterward to testified to the authority of the Sunnah. It goes without saying that such
a practice which was built by that band of people under the leadership of the
Prophet #was meant to serve as a living and physical example to the coming peers.
3. Finally, one could hardly understand nor appreciate the rationale of sending a
message with a written message if his explanation and exemplification of that
message is not of a binding nature let alone the such authority has been abundantly
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and categorically stated in the written message itself.

Accordingly, muslims should however be mindful of the perilous consequence of
entertaining any views which amount to denying the authority of the Sunnah as the
orientalist their Muslim students and other enemies of Islam are trying to defuse
such thoughts ignorant and innocent Muslim.

However, while acknowledging the authority of Sunnah in general some people are
questioning the authentically of part of the Sunnah. In the course of study, we shall
try to state and reply these allegations. Suffice it is to say at this moment:

1. That Allah exalted be he promised to preserve the Quran and it has duly been
preserved intact.

2, That if the function of the Prophet £was to explain and exemplify the message of
Islam as contained in the Quran. It should necessarily follow from that, the Sunnah
which constitutes the explanation and exemplification of the message is
indispensable in as far as the explanation and understanding of the Quran are
concerned.

3. As a consequence of this the preservation of the Sunnah is a protection of
the Quran. Hence, the blessed effort made by the Muslim scholars in generals and
the traditions in particular, in assembling and sifting the authentic Sunnah must be
received with all confidence and perceived within the promise of Allah most high
to preserve the Quran as the Muslim

jurist state: “if a thing is indispensable for the completion of another it shall have
the same rule of it.” %!

It is also pertinent to quote here Maududi in his commentary a verse 59 of Surat al-
Nisa he says:

The second fundamental guideline of Islam is devotion and compliance to the Holy
Prophet. This dutifulness isn't inborn in the prophet-hood yet is the main functional
state of compliance to Allah. A detachment is to be obeyed in light of the fact that he
is the main reliable mean through which we can get decrees and guidance from Allah.
Thus we can obey Allah just by complying with his flag-bearer for no other method
for compliance is genuine. As a culmination of this the break of faithfulness to the
errand person will be a disobedience to the sovereign whom he speaks to 9 A
custom clarifies very similar things: Who so obeys me he obeys Allah and whoever
defies me he resists Allah [%]
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